OHABOOS 


Willingham 
_ Buckingham 
Leialoha 


Mephubupae ey Incident 


~’ehapterOnelofgRose) Red \— 


FULFILL 
YOUR SWORN 
DUTY. 


INTERVENE oa 
TO PROTECT BK WOODCARVER! 


AT LONG 
LAST, I STRIKE 
YOU DOWN! 


BECAUSE * 
NOW IS WHEN T 
FINALLY KICK YOUR 
PRETTY BLUE 
ASS! 


THIS IS 

FOR BARBARA ALLEN, 
HERE AT THE FARM! 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 
OF 1909! 


SHE WOULDN'T 
SNEAK OUT BEHIND THE 
BARN WITH ME, BECAUSE 

I WAS TOO YOUNG! 


I We 
OLDER THAN 
HER BY A COUPLE 
OF CENTURIES, 


UNHAND ME, % 
SHERIFF! T'M 
GOING INI 


AND THIS |S 
FOR CINDERELLA, AND 
THE SECOND BASE T DIDN'T 


\, THE WOODLAND GARDEN 
THAT NIGHT! 


LAS 
Le 


> REMEMBRANCE “@~ ANDOH * 
DAY, 1934! SHE WAS MAMA, THAT 
MASSIVELY DRUNK AND» FIRST KISS! , 


TONGUE 
IKE A GREASED BATTERING 
MONGOOSE! RAM! 


RIPPED OFF ANY OF 
\ HER CLOTHES 
:) YET? 


I WAS IN 
THERE! 


BUT DIDI “> CERTAINLY NOT! 


GET /N THERE? AT THE LAST MINUTE, \\ 
/ DID IT? “NOT WITH LITTLE BOYS,” ARG 
SAYS SHE! \ 


i We're ~~ 
NOT PLEDGED 
TO PROTECT YOUR 


SON, GEPPETTO. 
( Ds ONLY you. 


& 


og 
a THIS! 


eT 
SS ano 
ME, CHILD! T'VE NO 


YOU, AND WILL NOT 
FIGHT YOU. 


TYRANT WOODCARVER IS 
YOUR FATHER. 


BESIDES, IT 
DOESN'T LOOK LIKE YOUR 
SON'S THE ONE WHO NEEDS 

RESCUING. 


TURN AWAY, 
PINOCCHIO, NO CHILD 
SHOULD HAVE TO SEE HIS 

PARENTS FIGHT. 


NOW 
WAIT A MINUTE, 
YOU TWO! 


AND NOW IS 
THE TIME, DRYADS. KEEP 
THIS ALIEN THING FROM HARMING 
YOUR GRANDFATHER OAK'S 
NEW ALLY. 


ay STEP NO 
CLOSER, FAIRY © 


WOMAN, OR WE'LL 
HAVE TO DO 
YOU GRAVE 

INJURY. 


NO 
GRAVES AND NO 


4 INJURIES! 


HERE'S THE THING, MAAM: AS 
UCH AS I MIGHT PERSONALLY 
BELIEVE GEPPETTO HAS A FIRST- 
CLASS ASS-KICKING COMING, 
I CAN'T ALLOW IT. 
HE'S A 
CITIZEN OF FABLE- \ 
TOWN NOW, PROTECTED 
UNDER THE GENERAL 
AMNESTY. 


I'VE SIGNEDNO Nd 
SUCH DOCUMENT. I'VE 
ENTERED INTO NO SUCH 

AGREEMENT. 


AS DO ALL LAW- 
ABIDING CITIZENS OF 
FABLETOWN. DO YOU WANT 
A WAR WITH ALL OF US, 
RIGHT HERE, RIGHT 
NOW? Z SURE 
DON'T. 


. TELL 
YOU WHAT, miss SY 
BLUE FAIRY, GIVE ME 
TEN MINUTES To TRY } 
, TALKING YOU OUT OF 
y) 


ym THIS FIGHT. 
PY 


0? 
a THE TERRIBLE 
: THINGS HE DID TO YOU 
WERE PRE-AMNESTY AND 
NOT SUBJECT TO FURTHER 
GRIEVANCE. 


Y NO, YOU HAVEN'T. YOU'VE NO YP) 
OBLIGATION TO ABIDE BY THE PF] 
AMNESTY THAT GEPPETTO'S <@ 
RECEIVED. 


BUT 
THEN I'LL HAVE 


Oeaks 5 


€ 
\ 


JUST TEN, CALM, 
REASONAGLE 
MINUTES. WHAT 
DO YOU SAY? 


AFTER ALL 
THE CENTURIES 
YOU'VE HAD TO WAIT, 
IS THAT SO MUCH 


T UB, 
ROSE RED. YOUR 
FARM'S BEING SPLIT 


BUT A/DE HERE 


IN BED. ACKNOWLEDGE 


\ / PHANTOM SEVERED 
TO ESCAPE . / IMAGINARY P/IG 
INTO A PRIVATE \ HEADS 
OBLIVION. , 


— 
2 


N 
, pep Feeley 


i BUT 
PERHAPS You'D 
BE MORE OF A MIND 
A 10 LISTEN TO SOME- 


ME, HOW You'vE LET 
YOURSELF GO. 
<a 


YOU HAVEN'T CALLED 
ME THAT SINCE--WELL, SINCE 
SNOW WENT AWAY. 


OH, MOMMY, 
I'VE MISSED YOU 
50 MUCH: 


T'VE DONE ~ 5 EVERYTHING 


WILL BE FINE NOW. 
JUST YOU SEE IF 


a 


TEN MINUTES SHE 
PROMISED. 


TOO BAD FOR 
US IF OUR SHERIFF IS 
ACTUALLY PERSUADING 
THE BLUE FAIRY TO 
FORGO HER 
VENGEANCE. 


LUCKY DON'T THINK 
FOR US, YOU "T DIDN'T NOTICE WHAT 
MEAN. YOU DID TO CAUSE THIS 
CONFRONTATION. 


I USED MY POWERS 
IN SERVICE TO OUR RA/SON 
D'ETRE BY REUNITING ANOTHER 
LOST FABLE WITH HER 
SON. 


IS ITMY 
FAULT IF THEIR 
REUNION DIDN'T 
GO AS WELL AS 
ONE MIGHT 
HOPE? 


oy CAN 

BY YOU SPRING ME 
) OUT OF HERE, 
A pops? A 


IMAGINE CAUSING THIS CONTRETEMPS 
RIGHT IN THE MIDST OF THE TROUBLES WE'RE 
ALREADY HAVING? WHAT'S NEXT, THROWING 

LIT MATCHES INTO GASOL/NE? 


OFFICIALLY MY 
RESPONSE TO YOUR 
NOT QU/TE ACCUSATION 
IS THIS: WHAT DID I DO 
BUT ARRANGE AN INSTANCE 
OF WHAT FABLETOWN 
WAS FOUNDED 
UPON? 


WAND MY UNOFFICIAL, OFF THE RECORD, 
BY RESPONSE IS THIS: WE NEED TO LIVE IN THE Y 
A REAL WORLD, KING COLE, NOT SOME HAPPY Jf 
FANTASY WE'D LIKE TO CONSTRUCT FOR 
OURSELVES. eo 


GEPPETTO 
IS DANGEROUS. 
FOR CENTURIES HE'S 
PERFECTED THE ART 
OF TAKING 
POWER. 


IF WE DON'T DO SOMETHING I SET UP A SITUATION WHERE 

TO STOP HIM, HE'LL DO THE SAME 3 GEPPETTO MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
HERE, AND STEAL THE LEADERSHIP PERMANENTLY REMOVED FROM 
OF OUR COMMUNITY. THE GAME, WITHOUT VIOLATING 

ANY OF OUR SACRED 
CODES. 


THE BLUE FAIRY'S 
NOT A MEMBER OF FABLE- 
TOWN AND THEREFORE UNDER 
NO OBLIGATION TO FORGET AND 

FORGIVE GEPPETTO'S PAST 
. INDISCRETIONS. 


IT WOULD'VE BEEN 
NO GREAT CRIME 
IF SHE'D KILLED HIM, 
AND NO INDICTMENT 
AGAINST ANY 
OF US. 


TOO BAD 
IT'S BEGINNING TO 
LOOK LIKE IT WON'T 
HAPPEN. 


, THEN, IF 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
INDULGE IN THE MESSY 
WORLD OF REAL-POLITICS, 
OZMA, YOU'VE AN IMPORTANT 


Wy --FORGIVENESS — — 
ONLY ACCOMPANIES I'LL FIND SOME e@ “Ss — 
SUCCESS. FAILURE IS ” WAY TO COVER FOR YOUTHIS \J a --WITHOUT 
\ STILL AND ALWAYS , TIME, OZMA. BUT YOU'LL OWE ME. } { NOTIFYING ME IN 
A CRIME. AND DON'T YOU DARE ATTEMPT @ ADVANCE 
: SOMETHING LIKE THIS : 


DUNSTER HAPP'S (Sa 
COTTAGE, Kee 
YES, THE 
DARK MAN SEEMED 
TO HAVE SOME SORT 
OF ALLERGY, OR AT 
\ LEAST AVERSION, 
TOG a 


OLD. 
i 


x 
Wr 


alee 


h 1 
al 


STILL, IT WAS ONLY AN 
IDEA, AN ADDED PRECAUTION, 
AND ONE WE COULD NEVER 
TEST. 


WE WEREN'T N& 
ABOUT TO OPEN HIS W 
W BOX OURSELVES JUST 
M TO SEE IF THE GOLD 
WOULD KEEP HIM 
~ CONTAINED. <4 


“TRUST ME, XY 


BELLFLOWER, YOU 
WON'T EVER BE ABLE 
TO LOCK AWAY THAT 
ONE AGAIN. IT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE. 


7 WE SURROUNDED 
‘ \ HIS CONTAINER WITH TO KEEP HIM CONFINED 


~" THAT'S WHY / T'm SADDENED TO Nl 
HEAR IT WASN'T ENOUGH 


WITHIN THE BOX, ONCE 


SOME FOOL CAME / 
ALONG TO OPEN y 
i IT. | 


A ROOM FULL 


AND NOW THAT HE'S OUT \ 
OF THE BOX, YOU'LL NEVER 
GET HIM BACK IN IT. IN 
ALL MY TIME AMONG THE 


BROTHERS, WE'D NEVER 
SUCCEEDED IN BOXING 
. ANYONE TWICE. 


AND YOUR 
DARK MAN ISN'T JUST 
ANYONE. HE WAS THE J 
MOST POWERFUL AND 
DEADLY OF THOSE T 


HAD A DIRECT HAND 
IN BOXING. __ 


FINE. I'D RATHE 
JUST KILL HIM 
ANYWAY. 


I DON'T KNOW HOW YOU MIGHT CONTRIVE 
TO DO THAT, AND I'VE TROUBLE WITH YOUR 
EASY USE OF THE WORD “WE.” 


I'VE NO INTENT/ON : 
OF EVER DOING BATTLE WITH Y 
THE DARK MAN AGAIN, OR ANY } 
OTHER MALIGN POWER FOR AL 
THAT MATTER. 


I UNDERSTOOD ITTO BEA 
A LIFETIME COMMITMENT, FROM WHICH 
THERE WAS NO RETIREMENT. 


THE AFTERNOON \ 
SHADOWS GROW LONG, 
AND I'VE NO SHELTER 

» FOR THE NIGHT. 


I'VE GIVEN A 
VY HUNDRED LIFETIMES TO © 
THE CAUSE, AND I'M DONE. 
\ MY OATH OF SERVICE WAS J 
LONG FULFILLED. 4 


IT WAS, BUT THE 
BOXING LEAGUE 
ONLY EXISTED IN 
SERVICE TO THE / 

EMPIRE. ; 


ONCE YOUN 
FOLKS WRIT 
AN END TO THAT, 
THERE WAS NO 
OTHER OPTION 
BUT TO 

_ DISBAND. 


OF YOUR BINDING OATHS CAME 
UNBOUND AGAIN. INCLUDING ANY 
VOWS OF CEL/BACY, I TAKE IT? 


DON'T WORRY, SORCERER. I'M NOT 
GOING TO TRY TO CHANGE YOUR MIND. T 
CAN SEE YOU'RE ADAMANT. 


BUT I WOULD LIKE 
TO TARRY HERE LONG ENOUGH TO 
GLEAN WHATEVER ADVICE I CAN FROM 
YOUR PAST EXPLO/TS AGAINST 
THE CREATURE. 


pack AT THE YEAH, YOU 
FARM... MALINGERING BARN- ' 
= SOURED THROW RUGS! } 


GET ME OUT OF 4 


THAT MUCH GRACE, BUT NOT 
A DAY LONGER. ] 


T'LL RETURN. ; 
THEN TO COLLECT Va 
ON OUR BARGAIN. am 
Sh fe 


SHE AGREED PROVIDED I GUARANTEE THAT % 
TO DEFER HER REVENGE GEPPETTO'S ON HAND AT THAT TIME, 
FOR '777 DAYS. PASSIVELY WA/T/ING FOR HER TO DO 
UNTO HIM IN WHATEVER WAY SHE 
DECIDES To. 


THEN SHE TAKES ME 
INSTEAD. AS A PENALTY I'LL YJ 
HAVE TO BE HER SLAVE FOR 


HOW ARE YOU = GOOD 


GOING TO DO QUESTION. 


7°77 YEARS. As : 
MORE TO } O 

THE POINT, WHAT  @ AGREED 

HAPPENS 10 YOU IF ste 2 A 


YOU FAIL? 


CHOICE DID T 
HAVE? AT LEAST 
THIS BUYS ME SOME 
TIME TO FIGURE 

SOMETHING 
S OUT. 


TRUE. IN THE MORE THAN | yu: 
WO YEARS GIVEN, SOMETHING AY OUR DEAR 
MIGHT HAPPEN TO NULLIFY THE 
rR 


/ SHERIFF WAS MAKING YS 
PACT. GEPPETTO MAY DIE. YOU (244 AN OBSCURE COMEDIC ] 


MAY DIE. OR THE BLUE REFERENCE, KING 
K COLE. 


FAIRY MAY DIE. OR, WHO 
Af KNOWS? I MIGHT 
ACTUALLY TEACH 

THE HORSE To | 


I TELL YOU, 
MARTY, THIS IS /7. 


ee 
DEAR OZMA,I AM, AS _ fh 
PROMISED, ALIVE AND SAFE ! 
ON BULLFINCH STREET. SG IT ALL HAPPENING 
Lae. 


CLDTE Wz 
MISTER DARK HASN’T 
PERCEIVED ME, BUT ITS 
A NEAR THING, TAKING 

EVERY ATOM OF GUILE, 
CRAFT AND CUNNING T ¥ 
POSSESS TO ESCAPE 
HIS AWARENESS. 


THE MURDERS. : TO LURK IN THE SHADOWS AGAINST ONE WHOIS, ON 
THE DISAPPEARANCES. HIS MOST FUNDAMENTAL LEVEL, THE VERY ESSENCE 
THIS--OR SOMEWHERE OF SHADOW SEEMS FOOLHARDY. BUT TI ABIDE. 


--THI 
‘“<" ve py ealy = 7” CALL IT A HUNCH, FUELED BY TWENTY-FOUR 


OF IT. YEARS ON THE FORCE. THIS PLACE IS WRONG-- 
TWISTED--AND SOMEHOW I SENSE IT. 


HOW CAN THAT'S NONSENSE. MORE OLD-TIMER © 
warner ice BULLSHIT. C'MON, IT'S FREEZING OUT J 
oa HERE. LET'S QUIT TRAMPING AROUND Jf 
eee IN THE SLUSH AND GET BACK TO 
THE SQUAD CAR. 


I WANT TO TELL YOU WITH KATHY, FOR SIX 
SOMETHING. GET IT , MONTHS NOW. WE'VE 
™ BEEN LOOKING FOR 
A CHANCE TO 
TELL YOU. 


SLOWLY IM ASSEMBLING AN 
UNDERSTANDING OF THIS 
CREATURE AND HIS ORIGINS, 
BUT I MUST DO SO USING 
ONLY THE MOST PASSIVE 
DETECTIONS. 


YOU SHIFTLESS, - 
TRAITOROUS FUCK- 


: 


A 


N HE'S TURNING THE C/TY 
INTO A CHARNEL HOUSE. 
MORE ABOUT THAT LATER. 


ANY ACTIVE ATTEMPT TO 
EXAMINE HIM WOULD, T FEAR, 
BE INSTANTLY DISCOVERED. 
I DARE NOT EVEN TRY TO 
FASHION THE SIMPLEST SPELL. 


I MUST KEEP MY COMMUNI- 

CATIONS SHORT, COMPOSING 

THEM AS DRIFT MESSAGES, 
FOR MY OWN SAFETY. 


— Eee" SUCH <7 
MEN. damm FINE AND BRAVE 
~= MEN. 


oa 


I'VE ALSO LEARNED 

SOMETHING OF HIS 

PURPOSE DOWN HERE, 

AND THE NEWS /SN‘T 
J GOOD. 


HOPEFULLY YOULL BE ABLE TO 
RECOGNIZE THESE SCRAMBLED 
DRIFT FRAGMENTS IF AND WHEN 
THEY FIND YOU, AND THEN 
ASSEMBLE THEM IN ORDER. 


PRACTICALLY 
TASTE YOUR 
TEETH 

ALREADY. 


WE CAN GET TO THE SECRET WE HAVE TO HOLD 
BLOODLETTING IT UP HERE AT OUR HOUSE--IS \ 
W. ABOUT REMOVING MY SISTER p 


PUT AWAY--AT LAST. THIS MEETING--SO ; 


FROM CONTROL OF THE FARM, 
ISN'T THAT SO, YOUR 
HONOR? =~ 


WHAT WE'RE DRAMATIC, ROSE RED'S HOW LONG. LOOK, I'M COMPASSIONATE. T 
Fi 


ABOUT TO ALREADY ABANDONED \ FEEL TERRIBLE FOR HER. SHE'S BEEN 
DISCUSS, HER LEADERSHIP. THIS THROUGH AN EMOTIONAL MEAT 
RIGHT? ACTION'S JUST A BIT OF A > GRINDER. 
ee Bite Necos OnE 
HELP AND TIME TO GET BETTER, 
PART OF WHICH IS REMOVING THE 
PRESSURE FROM HER. 


i THAT/S DON'T BE SO SHE HASN'T LEFT HER BED IN WHO KNOWS 


SHE NEEDS TO Fh 
GET R/D OF HER 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
EVERY BIT AS MUCH 
AS WE NEED TO 


CAN ARGUE THAT 
RE MEION A] THESE ARE ESPECIALLY 
; PERILOUS TIMES. THE 
DARK MAN'S INFLUENCE 
IS GROWING. 


AND EVEN STINKY 
THE BADGER IS A NEW 
POLITICAL FORCE. HIS WE NEED TO 
RIDICULOUS NEW COUNTER ALL OF 
RELIGION |S GAINING THESE THINGS WITH 


CONVERTS EVERY A STRONG CENTRAL 
DAY. LEADERSHIP, WHICH 
MEANS A NEW 
CENTRAL LEADER- 


I DISAGREE. 


N 
NOW, WITH ALL OF THESE 
TROUBLES, IS EXACTLY THE 
TIME WE CAN'T TRY TO OUST 
ROSE RED AND PUT A NEW 


THEY LOVE HER UP 
HERE. WHAT IF WHATEVER STILL 
REMAINS OF THAT LOVE IS THE 
ONE THING KEEP/NG THEM FROM 


JUMPING AT GEPPETTO'S OFFER? { 


BIGBY AND I HAVE TO KEEP OURSELVES 
UNDER RIGID CONTROL JUST TO BE IN THE 
SAME ROOM TOGETHER. GEPPETTO IS 
MAKING A BID FOR POWER THAT 
MAY ACTUALLY WORK. 


THE 13TH 
FLOOR GANG IS 
UNDERGOING ITS OWN 
POWER STRUGGLE, NOW 
THAT TOTENKINDER'S 
LEFT US. 


MAKE NO MISTAKE. IF WE REMOVE ROSE 
RED TONIGHT, AND ATTEMPT TO TRANSFER 
POWER TO ANYONE ELSE, IT WON'T BE A 
SANE AND RESPONSIBLE ACT. 


IT WILL f 
BEACOUP. \ 
LOOK FOR THE 
RIOTS TO START 
| THE MOMENT WE 
ANNOUNCE THE 
CHANGE. 


wo BANC 
THIS IS ~ ; 

narveLouc! 
y 


G 


()NE.OF THE MORE ) T A > AT LONG LAST, MY YEARS OF WY 
REMOTE ad ‘a ante” CONFINEMENT ON THE FARM ARE AT 
OF THE FARM. xi AN END. I CAN GO ANYWHERE IN 
y) nN SIMs THE MUNDY WORLD. 


y I CAN 
FINALLY GO DOWN 
TO FABLETOWN 


OKAY, NOT 
FABLETOWN ANY 
LONGER. re 

OUT. 


cee NO Sat 
CITY OUT OF BOUNDS ¥ 
TO REYNARP THE 
& MAN! 


AND THIS HAPPENS SO) girs I] 
Ba THE OLD EMPIRE WORLDS BB | 


ARE ON THE CUSP OF fang Ae Dy FIRST? 
ae UP TO US OTT ie 
~ AGAIN! i S 
(so | = SX 
if PEs 4, : 


wet, 
ax 


BBBBUURRRRRR! ) 
O Ww 


y? I CAN SEE 
RIGHT AWAY THAT 
LIFE WITHOUT FUR 
A IS GOING TO 
BE-- 


CK AT THE FARM'S 
MAIN VILLAGE AREA... J 


ZZ. 

THERE, 
THERE, MY SWEET 
LITTLE GIRL. MY RED 
DUCKLING, MOMMY'S 
HERE NOW. 


WE'LL 
START BY 
GOING BACK TO 
THE TIME WHEN 
EVERYTHING WAS 
STILL BRIGHT 
AND WONDER- 
FUL. 


“DO YOU REMEMBER 

OUR COTTAGE IN THE 

WOODS, ROSEY? OUR 
LOVELY HOME2” 


NEXT: THE STORY OF SNOW WHITE AND ROSE RED. 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


BILL 
WILLINGHAM 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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